Naval center in Norco to hold a visitors day 
NORCO: Science labs will be open during the event, coordinated by one of the base's "stalwart" officers. 
12:38 AM PDT on Friday, May 14, 2004 
By JERRY SOIFER / The Press-Enterprise

NORCO - Renting a bicycle was an investment in a career in the Navy for Uriah Zachary, now a lieutenant commander based in Norco. 

Zachary had just completed his first six years of service when he was transferred in 1986 to shore duty at the Port Hueneme base north of Los Angeles. Zachary, a native of St. Louis, wanted to progress from the ranks of the enlisted to officer. To do that he needed to earn a college degree. 

But having been at sea for so long, he didn't have a car. So he rented a bicycle to ride three or four miles a night to community college after finishing his daily Navy duties. 
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Lt. Cmdr. Uriah Zachary attributes his hard work to his late father, William Earl, who served during World War II. After returning, Earl worked two jobs to provide for his children. 


	

	


Zachary eventually bought a car and persisted in his resolve to finish college and become an officer. He reached his goals, earning a bachelor's degree in engineering from Cal State Northridge in 1990 and a master's degree in electrical engineering from the Naval post-graduate school in Monterey in 1998. 

Zachary, 41, is now the liaison between the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Norco and the fleet. He and his colleagues in Norco comprise the analysis control board of the Reagan strike group team. They are testing the command and control systems among the ships that make up the battle group built around the newly commissioned Ronald Reagan aircraft carrier that is scheduled to arrive in San Diego this summer. 

Zachary is also coordinating the public visitation day from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday at the Navy base off Fifth Street in Norco. Visitors will see military static displays, watch a mission to Mars video and visit the measurement science technology labs. 

Cmdr. Harrison Heublein, the executive officer in Norco, said Zachary is a "stalwart" on the base who not only communicates with the fleet but also oversees physical fitness programs on the base. 

Zachary lives in Murrieta with his wife of 13 years, Karen. They have two boys, Jared, 8, and Jacob, 3. 

"On a scale of one to 10, he's (Zachary) an 11 in terms of determination," said Karen Zachary by telephone. "He's done all-nighters to 4 or 5 in the morning." 

Zachary said his zeal derives from the inspiration of his late father, Willie Earl, who served in the Marines in the Pacific Theater of World War II. After returning home, Willie Earl worked two jobs as a correctional officer and as a baker to provide for his eight children to attend Catholic school and go on to college. Six of the eight started college. Willie Earl was 71 when he died in 1996. 

"I look at the sacrifices they (Zachary's parents) made for me," Zachary said. "I felt obligated to do something with my life." 

Clarice Zachary, Uriah's mother, said by phone that her son was very proud of her late husband and very caring. 

Uriah Zachary said his father's service combined with the impression that sailors wearing their dress-blue uniforms made on him inspired him to join the Navy. "As a child, I had a sense of adventure, reading about submarines in 'Run Silent, Run Deep,' " he said. "I had a fascination for the Navy." 

