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Almost $10M could come from military construction bill 

By BLANCA E. SANCHEZ
STAFF WRITER 

NORCO - About $9.9 million could head to the Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona Division for the construction of a new facility. 

The funding could also be a powerful ally against the possible closure of the Norco base, local and city officials hope. 

"It's another reason, or argument, for keeping the base open," said Brian Oulman, a member of the Military Affairs Committee formed to lobby against the base's closure. "By putting (in) almost $10 million, I have no doubt it will enhance the operations at the base. It strengthens their argument for the military value that the facility has." 

Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Riverside, announced last week that the funding - one of his top priorities - was included in the Military Construction Appropriations Bill, HR 4837, for fiscal year 2005, the same year a round of U.S. military base closures is expected to occur. 

The bill passed the House of Representatives on Wednesday and will now go before the Senate for review, according to officials from Calvert's office. 

The funding is meant to benefit the base itself and to help it continue its function of assessing the performance of combat and weapons systems, not to prevent the base's closure, Calvert said. 

But if the funds add value to the base, it could only help when a decision is made on whether the base should ultimately be closed, he said. 

Congress has authorized a round of base realignments and closures in 2005. If the Norco base is included, it could have a substantial economic impact on the region to the tune of about $150 million a year, Norco city officials have said. 

The last base realignment and closure was conducted in 1995, and government officials had since added the Norco base to the list. 

It wasn't closed, however, due to the lobbying efforts of local officials. 

The $9.85 million in federal funding is being sought for an extension to the base's 48,000-square-foot Joint Warfare Assessment Lab. The extension could be similar in size to the current lab, said Mike McCune, deputy technical operations manager at the base. 

The extension will centralize operations under one roof and allow engineers to work closer, McCune said. 

"It's important to consolidate this into one location so you can have all the engineers working together," he said. "It's important when you move data around to make sure that data is not exposed to any type of escape." 

The base serves as the Navy's only independent assessment center to ensure there are no surprises in the performance and readiness of Navy weapons, according to the base's Web site. 

The buildings housed at the base were formerly part of a hospital built in the 1940s after the start of World War II. The buildings have been remodeled and vault doors have been installed to secure highly classified information, McCune said. 

"It's long overdue," he said of the extension. "We've needed it for a long time. Some of these buildings are old." 

Aware of the base realignments and closures taking place next year, which could include the Norco base, Calvert said the extension's construction will add value to the base, thereby making it more costly to close and relocate. 

"If they move this facility, they would have to build an entirely new facility that would accommodate for what's being done," Calvert said. "Any improvements makes it more relevant. This money is to make sure the operations happening now are done more effectively and efficiently and securely." 
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