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Actor stumps for Prop. 49

CAMPAIGN: Arnold
Schwarzenegger, in
Riverside, is mum on
future political plans.

BY MICHELLE DeARMOND
THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE
RIVERSIDE—Actor Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s visit Friday
to Riverside had the usual trap-
pings of a campaign swing: He
glad-handed senior citizens,
joked with exuberant children
and peppered his speeches with
old movie lines.
The Republican activist

picked up plenty of votes from
residents who said they would
support him for governor — in
2006, that is. In the meantime,
Schwarzenegger also tried to
rally voters to cast ballots Tues-
day for Prop. 49, the ballot initia-
tive he is sponsoring on before-
and after-school programs.
Schwarzenegger has been
floated as a possible candidate for
governor, and campaigning for
his statewide ballot initiative is
seen as a good dry run. He’s even
said he thinks the governor’s job
is the most interesting one in
government, but has refused to

reveal his political plans.

“T'd like to see him run for gov-
ernor.Iwaskind of disappointed
thathedidn’t run this time,” said
Edoardo Estrada, social servic-
es director at Plymouth Towers.
Estrada worked with the Ameri-
can Association of Retired Per-
sons to get Schwarzenegger to
come to the towers, where sen-
ior citizens live.

Focused on Prop.49

Schwarzenegger deflected
questions about his political
aspirations and said he was
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focused on drumming up sup-
port for his ballot initiative.

The visit to Plymouth Towers
was the actor’s second appear-
ance Friday in Riverside. He
spoke earlier at an education
conference.

Standing on a ballroom
stage next to Rep. Ken Calvert,
R-Corona, Schwarzenegger
made his pitch at the conference

attended by numerous Republi-
cans, including outgoing Assem-
blyman Rod Pacheco, R-River-
side, and Republican Assembly
“candidate John Benoit.
 Later, Schwarzenegger was
scheduled to be the headliner at
afund-raiserin Ontario for state
Senate Republican Leader Jim
Brulte, R-Rancho Cucamonga.
Tickets for the event started at
$150 per person, but more
money could get the donor a pic-
ture with the pair the organiz-
ers billed as the “Big Guys.”
By helping out Republicans
and staying active in politics,
 Schwarzenegger is proving he’s
- asavvy political contender, said
Jack Pitney, a government pro-
fessor at Claremont McKenna
College.

“He has the makings of areally
great natural politician,” Pitney
said. “You take away the Austri-
an accent and you think you are
listening to someone who is

pretty experienced.. . .It shows
that he’s not a flake descending

“on politics out of the blue.”

~ Schwarzenegger drew praise

from Inland Republicans,
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Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Corona, and Arnold Schwarzenegger pose for a thermograph camera at one of
the booths at the Technology Education Partnership conference at the Riverside Convention Center.

including Calvert, who hinted at
a possible run by the movie star.

“His true calling was to be an
action hero on behalf of kids,”
Calvert said. “Our state needs
leaders like Arnold.”

Schwarzenegger was equally
effusive after Calvert introduced
him as the winner of an award
from the Science and Technology
Education Partnership. The or-
ganization put on a two-day con-
ference at the Riverside Conven-
tion Center attended by some 900
elementary- and middle-school
students from Inland schools.

“I'm going to hire you as my
press secretary. You're the man,”
Schwarzenegger said after
Calvert introduced the star of
the “Terminator” films.

Schwarzenegger gave virtually
the same speech at both loca-
tions, assuring listeners that his
ballot initiative, Prop. 49, will
save money in the long run
because it will keep children
occupied before school and
between 3 and 6 p.m., when many
of them begin getting involved in
crime, substance abuse and sex.

‘Let’s arrest the problem’

“Let’s not arrest the children.
Let’s arrest the problem, and
say, ‘Hasta la vista, baby,’”
Schwarzenegger said.

The League of Women Voters,
which opposes the initiative,
said the explanations offered by
Prop. 49 supporters about how
they’re going to pay for the pro-

grams are confusing and decep-
tive. The measure does not
increase taxes and does not kick
in until the state sees its rev-
enues for the noneducation por-
tion of the budget increase by at
least $1.5 billion.

“The problem with (Prop.) 49
is that in tough economic times
like California is facing it’s very
likely that funding will have to
come out of other children’s pro-
grams,” league spokesman Eric
Wooten said.

The programs are expected
to cost up to $455 million annu-
ally, according to the secretary
of state’s voter information
guide.

Reach Michelle DeArmond at (909) 368-
9441 or mdearmond@pe.com




